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PEB AMIII tit AliUXr. 


"Treasure for Trying." 

A war with thy feur, 

flop* on and nope ever ! 

Though Winter be here, 

Awny with thy fear f 

£oon theHprluganall anpe-ar 

with new Hie and endeavor * 

Away with thy fear, 

Hope on end hope ever. 

-Seek ftonii'thlai to do ' 

There H treuure for trying, 
Ay, even for you : 
£ta«k nmethlne; to dot 
Toe toller* ere tew. 

And the minute* ere flying - 
Heufc something to do I 

There U treasure tor trying. 
-Tui: QUI veil. 


The Primitive Church 

< iisltims. 


and Its 


LE01.VDS OF CHRIST. 

Bo to re the birth of Christ and 
for centuries alter, legeuda and 
endless genealogies abounded, 
and comprised a large portion of 
the ready knowledge that many 
people possessed. There was a 
sign and a season for everything 
and every person ; and the being 
who emerged into mortal exist- 
ence without some peculiar event 
attending his coming, betokened 
no greatness. 

The production ot long ac- 
counts of the fatherhood or 
motherhood of deities seemed 
to engage the best mental la- 
bor of the great mind* of the 
ages; and those who succeeded 
in producing the strongest and 
most com plicated genealogy of 
an imaginary deity, received the 
greatest notoriety. 

Christ, the Son ot God, was a 
most favorable character tor the 
exercise of this class of literary 
minds, and he was not passed by 
the writers of deity fiction. 
While all the stories of His child- 
hood, that are contained in the 
Apocryphal Gospels, may not 
be untrue, yet the greater part 
are evidently untrue and alto- 
gether gratuitous ; but, as a few 
of them are of great antiquity, 
peculiar and interesting, it will 
not be out of place to reproduce 
a few for the satisfaction of those 
who have not the opportunity of 
reading the books which were 
rejected by compilers of the New 
Testament. 

The Apocryphal Gospels, 
which contain the legends about 
Christ and his childhood, in 
connection with other matter, 
comprise twenty two different 
documents. The; may ail be 
classed under three heads, and 
relate to three persons, Joseph, 
the Virgin Mary, and the Sav- 
ior. The traditions, no doubt, 
existed in the memories of the 
people, years before they were 
committed to writing, although 
there is evidence that soma of 
them existed in the second cen- 
tury, and are referred to by such 
early writers as Justin the Mar- 
tyr, Origin, Cyprian and Ire- 
12 se us. 

The following are from the 
Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, in 
which they follow an account of 
Herod's doings and the adora- 
tion of the Magi, in the account 
of the flight into Egypt: 

Chap. 18. — And having come 
to a certain cave, and wishing 
to rest in it, the blessed Mary 
dismounted from her beast, and 
eat down with her child, Jesus, 
in her bosom. And there were 
with Joseph three boys, and 
with Mary, a girl, going on the 
journey along with them. And 


NUMBER 20. 


so, there came forth from the 
cave many dragons ; and when 
the children saw them, they 
cried out in great terror. Then 
Jesus went down from the bo- 
som of his mother, and stood on 
his feet before the dragons, and 
they adored Jesus, and there- 
after retired. And the young 
child, Jesus, walked before them, 
commanded them to hurt no 
man. But Mary and Joseph 
were very much afraid lest the 
child should be hurt by the 
drugons. And Jesus said to 
them ; Do not be atraid, and do 
not consider me to be a little 
child ; for I am, and always 
have been perfect ; and all the 
beasts of the forest must needs 
be tame before me. 

Chap. 19. — Lions and pan- 
thers adored ilim likewise, and 
accompanied them in the desert. 
Wherever Joseph and the bless- 
ed Mary went, they went before 
them, showing them the way, 
and bowing their heads ; they 
adored Kim with great reverence. 
Now at first, when Mary saw 
the lions and the panthers, and 
various kinds ot wild beastB, 
coming about them, she was 
very much afraid. But the in- 
fant, Jeeus, looked into her face 
with a joyful countenance and 
said : Be not afraid, mother ; for 
they come not to do thee harm, 
but they make haste to serve 
both thee and me. With these 
words, He drove ail fear from 
her heart. And the lions kept 
walking with them, and the 
beasts of burden which carried 
their baggage, and did not hurt 
a single one of them, though 
they kept beside them. 

( To be Continued.) 

What a Change. 
I had promised brother Jacobs 
of the Homer Church, to preach 
for him sometime. Last Sunday, 
3rd, I could be spared at home, 
so my wife and self started for 
that place. I bad frequently 
preached there, but not of late, 
I had always thought that it was 
rather a hard place for preachers, 
not because the people paid no 
ettention, nor because of any 
misconduct, as they had always 
treated me with respect, but 
there need to be only a tew mem- 
bers present, and the congrega- 
tion seemed to be fire-proof: so 
bard that everything you said 
seemed to rebound ; and would 
scarcely make an impression on 
any one. But what a change the 
revival last winter made ! When 
we arrived at the place of meet- 
ing we foond the Sunday-school 
in session. Bench after bench 
full of young men and women, 
old men and children, all trying 
to learn something from the 
word of God. When the hour 
for preaching had arrived, quite 
a good congregation was present; 
and instead of everybody trying 
to get aeeat nearest the door, the 
front seats were well filled with 
warmhearted brethren and sis- 
ters, young and old seemingly 
waiting to have the bread of life 
broken to their hearts. Breth- 
ren this is as it should be. When 
we come into a church and see 
the members seated away back 
at the door, we must conclude 
that they are either ashamed of 


their profession, or are cowardly 
soldiers that cannot be depended 
on in time of battle. Brethren 
and sisters rally around your 
ministers and give them to un- 
derstand thatynu csh be depend- 
ed upon under all circumstances, 
and that you are ready for duty 
at all times. A little band of 
members ot that kind will be to 
the minister like a fort that can 
not be taken. Sorely brother 
Jacobs has a right to teel good 
over his success; and surely I do 
not begrudge it to him. Brother 
Jacobs and myself were elected 
to the of lice of deacon in the 
German Baptist Church on the 
same day ; we ueed to go togeth- 
er on the visit, as they called it. 
But we were never very success- 
ful in finding trouble, perhaps 
we were not very orthodox in 
that respect, at least the old 
brethren used to consider us a 
little fast; don't be surprised 
that I am elated over bis success, 
as we labored together tor years, 
and passed through the hottest 
ot the battle together ; we laced 
the same toe and we both came 
through unhurt. No bullet holes 
can be found in the back of our 
jackets. His success is my suc- 
cess ; his people are my people ; 
his God is my God. 

Brethren and sisters we are all 
one family. Let us thank God 
and take courage. 

Wll, KlKKKlt. 

Congress, Ohio. 


Notes and Jottings. 
Came to Nappanee, I ml., May 
9th, to visit over 'Sabbath with 
brethren Early and Leslie, who 
are engaged in the hardware and 
implement trade at this plao. 
They being apprised of my com- 
ing, announced appointments 
to preach the go b pel to the peo- 
ple of this place. The appoint- 
ments were announced lor the 
German Baptist church, as 
brethren Early and Leslie are 
members of this tongregation, 
and, as yet, in fellowship with 
the "general brotherhood." They 
also contributed to the erection 
of this building, which, by the 
way, is a good, substantial brick 
edifice, and if it had a bell and 
the aisleB carpeted, and the con- 
gregation would place a number 
of hymn books in it for gratui- 
tous distribution during service, 
among the town people who at- 
tend, it would be an honor to 
those whose willing bands and 
open hearts have contributed to 
its erection. When time came 
for the people to say : " We will 
go to the house of the Lord," it 
was ascertained that the sexton 
was not at home. Brother Leslie, 
however, had a key and it 
chanced to answer ip place of the 
regular one. We had a very 
pleasant meeting, a fair congre- 
gation, but not as large as it 
would have been had not con- 
flicting reports have gone out. 
We attended Union Sabbath 
school next morning, held in the 
church, after which we met and 
formed the acquaintance of breth- 
ren Stockman and Wyssong, 
ministers ot the church here. 
Bro. Stuokmau entertained ns 
with a discourse from the text, 
"Behold the man," a brief text 
at first, but much in it to the 


Christian, We were very favor- 
ably impressed with brother 
Stnckman, and if he could enjoy 
his God-given privileges, he 
woold • say by deed as well as 
word : "Let there be no strife 
* * we are brethren." 

As we found a protest pending 
our Sabbath evening meeting 
being held in the church,hrother 
Early secured a very beautilul 
hall in the town, mid there we 
addressed a full house of intelli- 
gent people. 

Nappanee is ten miles west of 
Milford Junction, on the B. k O, 
R. It. ; has a population of, per- 
haps, 1,400, and but two churches; 
and if the Brethren with their 
characteristic zeal, could go to 
work here, without being a I raid 
of the powers that be, and have 
to themselves the one that they 
helped to build, a mighty work 
could be done. We visited some 
of the manufacturing enterprises 
to learn the business pulsations 
ot the place. Sunday night I 
spent pleasantly with brother 
George Stuckmau. Sister is 
teaching her 68th term of school, 
and brought up, in the mean- 
time, a family which, as age will 
permit, are amply prepared to 
teach. She is an interesting 
hostess, being fully up to the 
age in her stutlien, and although 
past the meridian of lite, inteuds 
going to school this autumn. 

I came to Milford, Monday. It 
does roe much good to return to 
this place. We began with a full 
bouse. It was our happy privi- 
lege to baptize nine more into 
the fellowship of Christ and II is 
people. Our stay here will be 
too brief to do wbat we would 
like to. Seveu of those baptized 
were among the number who 
united last winter. The others 
are the beginning of our present 
work. We are much interested 
in the Cause at Milford. There 
is a class of people here who can 
diecern between truth and error, 
light and darkness. 

We are in receipt of a letter 
from home, stating the death of 
sister Maggie Kunkle, It tills 
me with sadness to learn this 
event. It appears to me her 
mission as a mother and as a 
Christian, was not done. Just in 
the prime of life! I do not un- 
derstand this working of Provi- 
dence ; but she is no more with 
our number, and with sad hearts 
we must say, "The will ot God 
be done." We will meet you, 
dear sister, when our unfettered 
spirits shall rise above this valley 
of darkness. It. F. Mallott. 
Milford, I ml.. May 15, 1884. 

To the Expelled at Sabetha, Kan. 
Dear Brother and Sisters : Af- 
ter learning of your expulsion 
from the German Baptist church, 
I am constrained to say a word 
of encouragemnnt to you. I 
write this letter to you because 
some of you are my cousins, and 
feel an interest in you. I mean, 
however, to include all who 
were expelled, whether we are 
related or not. There is a higher 
relation that prompts me to 
write to you ; a relation in which 
we are not only cousins, but 
brethren and sisters through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. I want to 
say to you as well as to myself, | 


let us hallow this relationship 
that we may indeed be the chil- 
dren of God. There is no pleas- 
ure so delightful ss to be full of 
God's wisdom, " for her ways 
are ways of pleasantness." There 
is no Godly eorrow «o heart-ren- 
ding that it is not followed by 
some jewel of blessedness. Lis- 
ten to the words of Jesus as they 
ring in your ears: "Blessed are 
they that mourn ; for they shall 
be comforted." I can soy noth- 
ing better then to refer you to 
that consoling hymn, 

"Come ye illwonKulate, where'er you um- 

gulBh ; 
Corneal the mercy -sent rervetiily kneel : 
Here bring jo a r wounded hearts, lie re tell 

your an gu I ah : 
Knrth h«» no aorrow, that lienven einoot 

hen I." 

What comfort is expressed in 
the last line : the sinner forsakes 
the wilds of sin and cries (or 
mercy as he listens to the music 
of these words, the Christian's 
soul swells end weeps for joy as 
he sings the glad strain. 

The general rule among the 
expelled is, they "go progress- 
ive." They do not go progress- 
ive bevause they are expelled, 
but they are expelled because 
they are progressive. The day 
was, when expelled members 
could find no organization out- 
side of the German Baptist 
church without great sacrifice of 
principles. lam glad to say that 
the Brethren church is a refuge 
where the heavy laden can find 
rest ; not rest from doing the 
Master's will, but rest from un- 
necessary usages. If the wear- 
ing of "the bat" is the only 8in(?) 
you committed, we are glad to 
welcome you. Just why sisters 
in Kansas cannot get to heaven 
for wearing hate, while some in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio can, may 
be a question. But it is easily 
solved by an application of in- 
consistency, not on the part of 
God, but on the part ot conserva- 
tive rnlinge.. 

I would like to write much 
more but I shall not take up the 
space. Let me say, however, 
that since you are not very near 
to a church of the Brethren it 
would be very nice for you to 
meet among yourselves and hold 
social meetings : you can sing 
songs of praise, read from the 
Bible, and write essays on Bible 
subjects, and thus have profita- 
ble meetings. You can perhaps 
get others to go with you, per- 
haps your parents will assist 
you and help you on in the way 
of holiness. I teel sure they are 
interested in you. How could 
they refuse to assist you? Do 
not think that because you are 
now expelled that you need not 
do good any more ; but work all 
the harder, pray more earnestly, 
and show to others that you are 
interested in the salvation of 
your souls. Show them that 
yon love Jesus and that you 
mean to follow him. Don't 
think because you are young 
that you can't do much; the 
young should be just as much in- 
terested in religions work as the 
older people. May God bless 
you ail. 

Your brother, 

Alvin A. Costs. 


There are now 264 evangelical 
congregations in Mexico, with 
30,000 permanent adherents. 


